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August 25, 2011. The first annual North American Invasive Plant Ecology and Management Short Course 
(NAIPSC) was held July 6-8, 2011 at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln West Central Research & 
Extension Center in North Platte, NE. The 38 participants that attended the 2011 NAIPSC included 
landowners, land managers from several agencies (e.g., NRCS, Nebraska Department of Agriculture, 
Army Corps of Engineers), county weed superintendants, and graduate students from as far away as the 
state of Washington. The 3-day course advanced participant understanding in many areas of invasive 
plant ecology and management. 
 
Overall, participants rated the NAIPSC as a good or excellent program. Several participants commented 
that the NAIPSC was one of the best meetings on invasive plant species that they had attended in many 
years or ever. All participants improved their knowledge of long-term weed management in natural 
systems and many had plans to look for new ways to integrate control efforts in the near future using 
what they had learned at the NAIPSC. As a result of the NAIPSC experience, a majority of the 
participants had gained new skills and abilities in preventing invasive plant infestations using early 
detection rapid response and properly identifying invasive plant species with keys and computer 
programs. More than half of the participants stated that they would make management changes as a 
result of the NAIPSC. For example, several participants said they would try to improve their approach in 
working with landowners to better integrate management, identify species, or adopt revegetation 
techniques to control invasive plant species. All participants felt that the resources they spent on the 
NAIPSC were a good investment, even if they were already familiar with the material. One participant 
said that the NAIPSC was the best program they had attended in years and it gave them more depth 
from which to teach others. 
 
At the 2011 NAIPSC, participants were exposed to and involved in discussions on ecological aspects of 
integrated invasive plant management. Restoration or revegetation is one 'tool' that is not often 
included in strategies for managing invasive plant species. In addition, careful surveying and monitoring 
of invasive plant species is a newer practice in invasive plant management that is now possible through 
advancements in technology and computer modeling. The use of risk maps to determine potential 
spread and establishment of invasive plant species will be important as fewer resources are available to 
manage an increasing number of infested acres. Practices associated with these newer as well as more 
traditional methods taught at the 2011 NAIPSC could be directly implemented on more than 150,000 
acres with an indirect impact on more than 1.3 million acres.  
 
Over 20 different teaching and learning opportunities were offered during the 3-day NAIPSC to close to 
40 participants. Strategic identification and monitoring of invasive plant populations in combination with 
revegetation could ultimately result in fewer acres treated regularly with herbicides and improved 
habitat that is more diverse and contributes to a normally functioning and balanced ecosystem. A 
sustainable and integrated invasive plant management plan has benefits to society and the 
environment. As land owners and managers become aware of and educated on the ecological principles 
for long-term management of invasive plant species, their activities have direct effects on the acreages 
they manage or own and indirect effects on neighbors and others that they interact with over time.  



Participants at the 2011 NAIPSC learning about field research on 
invasive plant species (Photo credit – G. Hanson, UNL). 

 

 
The NAIPSC is a venue 
that was created for the 
exchange of information 
between experts in 
various fields of invasive 
plant ecology and 
management and 
participants from a 
range of backgrounds 
and experiences. The 
participants were able to 
see, hear, and talk about 
the latest approaches for 
invasive plant 
management. In 
addition, participants, 
including graduate 
students, had the 
opportunity to apply 
their knowledge 
gained by completing 
a pre-/post-course 
test and a series of 
problem sets related directly to the material covered in the NAIPSC. It is anticipated that through 
continued dialogue via the NAIPSC web page, participants will have an interactive resource to refer to, 
should their materials be insufficient in answering their questions related to the ecology and 
management of invasive plant species. 
 
Organizers of the NAIPSC are already planning for 2012, which they anticipate to be just as good, if not 
better than 2011. The NAIPSC is now on Facebook and Twitter. Check the NAIPSC website 
(http://ipscourse.unl.edu) for details. 


